September’ 2025 MALA Meeting Minutes
Bragg Mitchell Mansion
September 9, 2025

I. Networking
II. Call August’s Meeting to Order- Shannon Harris
III. Individual Introductions around the room – Members and Guests
IV. Approval of August’s Meeting Minutes – 1st Shannon Harris 2nd – Jeremy Brownlee
V. MALA Financial Report – Shannon reported $7,459.92 in the bank account.
VI. Guest Speaker – Elliott Maisel – Chairman Emeritus for Mobile Airport Authority – Sandy Stimpson came to Elliott for Advice. Elliott wanted to move the Airport to Downtown area. Flights will be flying by next September maybe October. Construction is almost up to $400 million. Hotels helped with lodging taxes, David from Visit Mobile helped. They received $62 million from the Government via Senator Shelby, the County gave $28 million, the City gave $32 million+. So Elliott went back to Senator Shelby and got another $100 million for construction. Now he is recruiting airlines back to Mobile to ensure Mobilians have better fares and more options. United, Delta, American, JetBlue, Southwest, Avelo, Frontier, and Spirit were all mentioned.
VII. TID Update – Assessment increased to 1.5% on 10/1. If you need any paperwork for your Management Companies or PMS Systems, Tara with Visit Mobile can get you anything you need. The TID has been covering security for 38 hotels, but it is not sustainable. Hotels will need to take over the cost, and it could be between $300-$400 a month per hotel. Beginning on 10/31 the TID will stop paying for security. Lamont will be reaching out to each property to sign on.
VIII. Mobile County Marketing Fund - No changes. Should be doing budget at end of the month. Requested $650,000. Working through OVG information discussed at last month’s meeting.
IX. Member and Guest Updates:
· Voting on Referendum sent by Mike Cowart during October’s MALA Meeting
· Exploreum Science Center – October 4th, 21 & Up Night; October 18th, Monster’s Ball Halloween Event, showing Monster’s Inc. Bodyworks closing soon.
· Mobile Maritime Museum – Family Fun Day, Sept 27th. Free admission all day. Cupcake Decorating Contest
· Mobile Carnival Museum – Opening up Monday, October 13th. 
· Visit Mobile – Sales people going to IMEX, and recently went to Connect. Amtrak Launch was a huge success, will get ridership numbers soon. Few spots left in Tourism Ambassador Program. Let Tara or Michael know. Mobile Guide Ad deadline is coming soon. Reach out to Tara or Compass Media. Additional advertisements are available. Visit Mobile won Tourism Organization of the Year.
· Sports Authority - Gulf Coast Challenge – October 4th, Port City Classic is in November.
· OVG (Oakview Group) - MMA Fight - September 13th, Women’s Forum at the Saenger Theatre on September 17th, Baby Palooza, Free event.
· Carol Peterson – Bay City Convention and Tours – Offering free tours for Front of house and back of house. 
· Holiday Inn Downtown - Monthly wine tasting event, and other events coming soon
X. Future Meetings
XI. Adjournment

